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NEW ADVANCES ON THE 


LENINGRAD FRONT 


7 HE Russian advance 
the front and in the 


according to Reuter’s Moscow 


On the Leningrad front, an off 
Soviet units captured or destroyed 
twenty strong points and three obse 


In other areas Russian troo 


taken during the last two da 


newly reinforced German mail 


Reuter s Stockholm Corres 


mans are using a new weapon 
mine-thrower—and Berlin cl] 
days German units captured 
area. 


MOSCOW, “Tuesday. — Beuter's 
yvrespondent here says: “'Soviet, 
ock troop divisions, now many 
les inside the main German 
defences on the Central front. are 
battling slowly, but steadily, for- 
ward. They are meeting and beating 
werful resistance all along the 
Iivhev-Vyasma and  Velikie-Luki 
ents. West of Rzhevy- two 
rman bases have been captured. 
Along the Rzhev-Vyasma uliway 
‘ussian’ troops are still attacking. 
‘Near Velikie-Luki the Germans have 
srought up large reinforcements, in- 
iding Luftwaffe squadrons, Launch- 
ing a heavy counter-attack, they 
jushed the Soviet forces out of a 
village, which was later recaptured 
the Red Army, which took 
another two villages. 


SkhI TROOPS ACTIVE 


“Some of the fiercest fighting is 
going on west of Rzhev, where the 
(;erman lines have been bitten into 

| a considerable depth, . Ski troops, 
aimed with Tommy guns, are being 
used in large numbers on this front, 
says fied Star. In a big battle near 
Vehkie-Luki, Ski units turned the 
tile against strong German infantry 
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~ 


— 
~ 


cctachments. The Germans were 
supported by 20 tanks. Half 
ot these were knocked out 


by Ski troops with anti-tank rifles, 
There is still fierce fighting on the 
“talingrad front, where one-third of 
the original German force has been 
destroyed, while it is estimated that 
10000 Germans are trapped be- 
tween the Volga and the Don. Near 
tie Jeft bank of the Don, east of 
Vertiachy, Soviet troops are now up 
ayainst the strong second German 
defence line, which is making a de- 
termined stand, while being ham- 
mered by Soviet guns firing from 
Stalingrad. 

“The further Soviet advance to the 
south-west of Kotelnikovo continues 
to meet strong opposition. There’ is 
aiso no sign of the Germans hitting 
back inside the Don steppes, where 
tie Red Army is consolidating newly- 
von positions along the River Chir. 
South-west of Stalingrad Soyiet 
forces are cote aig their positions 
aiong the railway from Abganerovo 
to near Kotelnikovo, while mopping- 
up on the Kalmuck steppes.’’ 
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Profit Bargain Prices. 


BOOK RESTS: Polished 
mahogany colour, will stand 
on table or sideboard. Hold 
about twelve average-sized 


books... Very 
cas wal 44/11 
Postage 1/- extra. 


CAKE STANDS—=3-tier Cake 
stands, highly polished rich 


mahogany 
6liade .... £1-13-6 


WINE TABLES—Circnlar-top 


Wine Tables in mahogany. 

Very handy 

and useful... 1- -6 
oe 


a 


Voltage, 
Price (No 
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Other Fireside 


CHINA AND HARDWARE TOO! 


. At Left: plete. on black 
rs 


assorted 
Green and Amber. 
completo 


21/-, 22/6, 24/9, 


Sr many & 66. (eat), LTD. 


Correspondent. 


rvation posts. 


troops. 


Says: “‘ Apparently the Russians are | 
near 
foregone con- 
the 200,000 Germans 
trapped between the Don and the 
Volga would offer desperate resist- 
ance. They are doing so in a narrow 
triangle, while being supplied by air. 
A new German weapon—this time 
d- imaginary—is appar- 
ently Ei a considerable amount 

t is a six-barrelled mine 


finding their toughest task 
Stalingrad. It maa 
clusion that 


real and 


not 


of trouble. 
thrower.’’ 


SOVIET COMMUNIQUE 
MC i Tuesday. — To- 
night's Soviet communigué states : 
"“ During December 8; in the Stalin- 
grad area and on the central front, 
wage 
samc 
In the factory 
area of Stalingrad 39 blockhauses 


MOSCOW, 


our troops continued to 
offensive engagements in the 
directions as before. 


were destroved. 


‘North-west of Stalingrad our 
a consolidated their position. 

our 
troops fought offensive engagements 
counter- 
attacks wero repulsed with heavy 


South-west of Stalingrad 


and advanced. Enemy 


losses. 


‘On the central front our troops 
counter 
captured 

West 
zhev our troops repelled seven 
attacks, and threw the Germans out 


repulsed  — fierce 
attacks, - advanced 
several inhabited 
of R 


enemy 
and 
localities. 


of four centres of resistance. 
““In the area of 


£0ns. 


BACON CAN NOW BE 
BOUGHT 


According to 


appearing to-day, yirtually 


able for Christmas. 


Bacon sales distribution for 
December is expected to reach 40 
per cent. of the figure for the 


central sector of 
on other 
n smashed, 


cial communiqué says, 
twelve fortifications, 


ps consolidated positions 
8, despite strong attacks by 


pondent states that the Ger- 
werful multi-barrelled 
aims that during the last seven 

6,700 prisoners in the Terek 


Vilikie-Luki 
fighting continued for the liquida- 
tion of surrounded German garri- 
Several garrisons were wiped 
out and several inhabited localities 
cleared of the Germans.””—(Reuter.) 


an advertisement 
no 
smoked hams and only a negligible 
supply of gammons will be avail- 
In lieu of ham, 
the public are advised to purchase 
bacon, of which there will be a 
reasonable, though limited, supply. 


corresponding period last year. 
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Large variety of small Furniture suitable for gifts — all at Small 
Here are just a few examples: 


. 

. Combined Bed 
Above: Sr bic. ead 
adjustable Book 
Folding legs. 
a mahogany colour 
Most accept- 

able gift. 


ae itt 19/6 


FIRESIDE CHAIRS 
At Left: pismoser 


Seat is fitted with patent 
suspension springs and a 


Rest. 
Polished 


sprung cushion Covered in 
a high grade 
Tapestry ....+. 
Chairs from 29/6. 


Dainty Bow! and Figure com- 
inth, in 
of Blue, 
Price, 


colou 


SHOPPING BAGS: Large variety. Prices: 
1, 4/3, 6/11, 


McBvoys 


Radio. ; 

After praying for mercy for “the 
war-torn world, the Pope con- 
tinued : 

“ O Queen of Peace, pray for us 
and give peace to the world at war, 
that peace for which all peoples 


long. Give us peace in truth, 


mm 


pread Th 
faithful w 
death. Give them 
| with us, ma 
Saviour of t 
God. 


through error or disagreement, t 
the spreading flood of Paganism. 
Let their love hasten the 


PRICE 3p. 


£375 DAMAGES 


GLEN BAN VERDICT 


~ 


‘T® Glen Ban School action, 
which. concluded in the High 
Court yesterday, the tenth May of 
hearing, resulted in a verdict in 
favour of the owners of the school, 
and damages assessed at £375. 


The President gave judgment 
for Glen Ban, Ltd., for this 
sum, with costs, and granted 


a stay of execution until next 
term. He said that he would 
recommend that the jury should 
be excused from service there and 
in Green street for seven years. 
The jury were two and a half 
hours considering their verdict. 


RARE TYPE OF CASE 


The action, which the President 
characterised as unusual and rare, 
was taken by Glen Ban, Ltd., South 
Frederick street, Dublin, owners of 
Glen Ban School, Abbeyleix, against 
Mrs. Kathleen G. Lefrov, Dundrum, 
County Dublin, President of the 


Dublin Branch of the Parents’ 
National! Educational Union 


(P.N.E.U.), claiming damages for 
alleged malicious falsehoods in a cir- 
cular stated to have been sent out 
to parents of children attending 
Glep Ban School, which alleged 
falsehoods, the plaintiffs said. had re- 
sulted in the withdrawal ‘of chil- 
dren from the school. Mrs. Lefroy 
ba the allegations of Glen Ban. 
td. 

The President, in the course of 
his address to the jury, said that 
in his own experience he had come 
across two cases of this particular 
type. It was a rare type and un- 
usual in its subject matter. They 
all, he supposed, had some idea of 
the inner workings of girls’ schools ; 
they had formed the subject of many 
novels since Charlotte Bronté; but 
seldom. he thought, had they been 
the subject matter of an action in 
those Courts, and he thought that 
it was a pity that the unhappy 
differences in this case should have 
had the ~esult—for a schoo) which 
had seemed to be doing so well and 
giving satisfaction to everybody 
connected with it—of an action 
which had lasted for ten days. 


THE DOCUMENT 
This was an action for damages 
for disparagement of goods, and 
there it differed from a libel action. 
The jury must bear in mind that in 
this action they were not trying. Mrs. 
Waller, the former principal of Gleu 
Ban School; that they were not try- 
ing the questicn whether Glen Ban 
School had been properly and satis- 
factorily gcór or not, or whether 
Mr, Orpen, the Secretary of Glen 
Ban, Limited, had got a  fafr 
hearing before the Committee of 
ihe Dublin Branch of P.N.E.U. 
or not, but whether the 
document of which Glen Ban, Ltd., 
had complained contained statements 
that disparaged their property, 
statements which were untrue, state- 
iments which iad” been published 
with intent to injure, and statements 
which, in fact, had injured Glen Ban, 
Lid., and Glen Ban, Ltd., must 
establish their case clearly and to 
the satisfaction of the jury. 
Mr. J. M. FitzGerald, K.C.; Mr. 
Carson, K.C., and Mr. Matheson 
, (instructed by Mr. Charles Magwood) 
appeared for Glen Ban, ‘.td.; and 
Mr. Overend, K.C.; Mr. Kingsmill 
Moore, K.C., and Mr. Richard 
i Cherry (instructed by Messrs. A. and 


L. Goodbody) for Mrs. Lefroy. 


GERMANS GET PART 
OF FRENCH FLEET 


“15 SHIPS AFLOAT AND 
INTACT ” 


WASHINGTON, Tuesday——About 
one quarter of the French Fleet at 
Toulon has been captured by the 
Germans intact. Colonel Knox, U.S. 
Navy Secretary, stating this to-day, 
added that 15 warships were left 
afloat, and apparently intact, when 
the Fleet, believed to comprise over 
60 units, was scuttled. Among them 
are two light cruisers, three flotilla 
leaders, three destioyers, two gun- 
boats and four submarines under con- 
struction. 
Here is the position at the French 
naval base as seen by reconnaissance 
aircraft crews:—Fifty warships 
damaged or sunk, the battleships 
Strasbourg, Provence and Dunkerque, 
apparently capable of being repaired. 
Two heavy cruisers aground, possibly 
on fire, and one light cruiser very 
heavily on fire, and a seaplane carrier 
severely damaged. The following 
vessels which had been scuttled were 
said to be lying either with their 
decks awash or on one side :—Twenty- 
two destroyers and three flotilla 
leaders. 
Colonel Knox’s report indicated 
that the apparent result of the scut- 
tling was that only three heavy 
cruisers, one light cruiser and the 
seaplane carrier are such severe 
casualties as to prohibit their repair. 
Out of 19 submarines originally at 
Toulon, six were in dry dock, Two 
of these were damaged, but the 
other four are apparently intact. 
None of the remaining sub- 
marines is now to be seen. 
Four are known to have i NV 
one is interned in Barcelona, 
two others are in Algiers and 
another at Oran. A híth was 
sunk by a mine while escaping. 
This leaves eight submarines un- 
accounted for. Merchant shipping 
at Toulon included five tankers, 
four of which are undamaged and 
one sunk. The Milhaud magazines 
and storage tanks at Mondrier are 


intact. i 

While it seems certain, says 
Reuter, that the captured ships will 
not be manned bv French sailors, 
it is quite probable that the 
Germans will bring their own crews 
to use them in the Mediterranean. 


POPE PRAYS FOR PEACE 


A special prayer for peace was 
offered by the Pope during Solemn 
Mass in St. Peter’s on the 
Feast of the Immaculate Cm 

e 


ustice and in the charity of Christ. 
: protection over those un- 
lie in the shadow of 


that they, 
cry hetore the a 
world—‘Glory be to 


Peace on earth to men of 
d will.’ 

‘Give peace to all those separated 
Halt 


God.’’—(Reuter.) 


DUBLIN, - WED 


| 


h 


Mrs. Lemass, Mr. de Valera and 


parties in the Dail. 


This surprise announcement of his 
Party’s saliey was made by General 
R. Mulcahy, T.D.,at a Fine Gael Con- 
vention held in Kilkenny yesterday. 
The exact text of the relevant part 
of his speech is as follows :— 
“ At a critical moment in its his- 
torv a dead and Party-ridden 
Parliament stands in the way 
of [Irish thought and action. 
The Government bewail the 
breaking down the very 
foundation of our national 
economy, and yet their first 
thought to-day, and their most 
energetic action, turns to the 
reorganisation of the Fianna Fail 
Party, in order to tighten 
further on the country the 
Party bonds.’’ 
It was in these circumstances that 
Kine Gael asked the electorate to 
return them to the Dail with a com- 
plete majority, so that they might 
use that power to set up a National 
Government composed of the most 
capable members of the Dail irres- 
pective of Party which would direct 
the affairs of the country in a spirit 
of complete national unity; bring 
into consultation and employ the 
best brains of the country in all its 
planning and administration; and 
restore Parliament to its proper 
function by making it an institu- 
tion, where free and full discussion 
untrammelled by Party bias will de- 
termine the main lines of national 
policy. 


PAIN AND HARDSHIP 


of 


General Mulcahy said that the 
circumstances of the emergency 
Í were being made an excuse for 


fastening still tighter on the nation 
a number of old political splints 
that had never fitted any part of 
the national body; that had inflicted 
unnecessary pain and hardship, and 
that had strangled the nation’s 
movements, enervated its body and 
warped its mind. 

The Government Party, he added, 
had been reduced to giving dumb, 
shamefaced support in the Lobbies 
to the Government or dumb 
acquiescence in its orders. It was 
no longer a Parliamentary hody; 
it fulfilled no. Parliamentary 
function. By the “use the Govern- 
ment was making of its powers 
under the Emergency Powers Act, 
Parliament had-been made a nullity. 

With almost equal unanimity, he 

said, they had recognised that the 
best hope of securing the unity of 
the country, of improving the 
economic position of the people and 
their international strength depended 
on their maintaining full membership 
of the British Commonwealth +f 
Nations. The strengthening of their 
traditional ties with the United 
States of America depended in the 
new circumstances largely on this 
too. The only chance they had to 
shape their character as one of the 
nations of the earth was in contact 
with other nations and they con- 
sidered it their duty to be prepared 
to-morrow to take their due share in 
any work of international co-operation 
or in any international policies 
tending to general economic stability 
and progress. 
Fine Gael would pursue a policy 
which would 1educe overhead agri- 
cultural costs so far as possible and 
help increased technical efficiency 
and output. In all State-fostered 
and assisted production, the interests 
of the consumer and wage-earner 
would be carefully safeguarded. 
Government interference would be 
reduced to a minimum. A scheme 
of family allowances would be intro- 
duced and the present social services 
co-ordinated eo as to form the 
foundation of a social security policy. 
Richard Gorey, Burnchurch, son of 
the late Denis J. Gorey, T.D., and 
Thomas Deloughry, Kilkenny, son of 
the late Peter Deloughry, T.D., were 
selected as candidates for the general 
election, 


SPANISH MONARCHY 
MAY RETURN 


LONDON, Tuesday .— General 
Franco indicated in his speech to- 
day at the national congress of the 
Falangist Party that his régime 
did not rule out the return of the 
Monarchy in Spain. But, he added, 
restoration would have to be subject 
to the interests of the national. 
revolution. ‘‘ We declare,” he said, 
“that the régime will not have 
ended its tasks . before installing 
the traditional system in Spain, 
which, throughout her history, has 
given her days of glory But it must 
he well understood that this ‘radi- 
tional system will have to be co- 
ordinated with the tenets of the 
national revolution. 


TWO MEN JAILED 


Six months’ imprisonment was im- 
posed on John ey (30), Coolna- 
deed, Ballymacelligo t, Tralee, Co. 
Kerry,:by the Special Criminal Court 
yesterday for membership of an 
illegal organisation and possession 
of incriminating documents. 

John Bradley (25), of Ballymac- 
elligott, Tralee, was sentenced to six 
months on similar charges. 


RAID ON GERMANY 


The British Air Ministry last 
night stated: “ This afternoon Mos- 
guitoes of the Bomber Command 
attacked industrial and _ railway 
objectives in Holland and north-west 


Germany, Fighters on offensive 
trols over Northern France and 
elgium attacked a number of 


ground targets during the day, in- 
cluding ei sóisa barges. and an 
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Mr. M. W. O'Reilly (Pres.) at 


the Federation of Irish Manufacturers’ lunch in the Gresham 
Hotel 


Fine Gael Would Form 


National Government 


—GENERAL MULCAHY 


SHOULD Fine Gael be returned to power in the next 
general election they will make arrangements to estab- 
lish a National Government, including members of all 


GOVERNMENT AND 
AN ELECTION 


HAS NO FEARS 


HEN the election was over, 

said Mr. Sean MacEntee, 
Minister for Local Government, 
last night, the Government which 
was in then would have an un- 
challengeable mandate from. the 
‘people, which was essential in the 
interests of the lives and freedom 
of the people, 

He was speaking at a Fianna Fail 
meeting in the party headquarters 
in Dublin. He said that nobody 
wanted an election for its own sake, 
but it would be impossible to avoid 
if any part of the people wanted it. 
The Government’s mandate was 
limited, and the life of the Govern- 
ment must come to an end before 
the end of June, under the law. 
Special legislation would be neces- 
sary to extend it, but it would be 
impossible for a Government to pass 
such a bill in the face of opposition 
in the Dail, and would be an abuse 
of party rule. It was quite clear 
from recent statements by Fine Gael, 
Labour, and other organisations 
that an election was wanted by those 
people. When there was that kind 
of feeling he could not see how they 
could avoid the election. Fianna 
Fail did not fear’ an election, and 
would welcome it in certain respects. 


FIANNA FAIL WORK 


An election would give Fianna Fail 
a chance of telling the people the 
true present situation, and recalling 
some of the things the Fianna Fail 
Government has done since 1932. 

Fianna Fail was blamed because 
there was only a half-pound of sugar 
for each person per week. If they 
had not put through the bill of 1934 
and had left the people dependent on 
the one foreign-owned factory at 
Carlow the ration might be two 
ounces per head per week. This also 
had been opposed by Fine Gael, and, 
in some respects, by Labour. 


KEPT OUT OF WAR 


When the election came Fianna 
Fail would have the pride of pointing 
to the things they had done in the 
face of great opposition. They had 
given the people the Constitution 
under which they were at peace, 
while under the Treaty they would 
have been at war. They had got rid 
of the thing which. would have 
brought them certainly into the war 
—the occupation of the ports—but 
in these things they had had no help 
from the Opposition parties. 

They had not been able to keep 
— completely stable because they 

ad had to induce employers to keep 
on men and keep their works going. 
Output was reduced and costs of 
manufacture went up. and the manu- 
facturer had to be showed compensa- 
tion to induce him to keep open. 
Where prices had risen it was because 
it was impossible to control them. 


FOUR FARMERS FOR CLARE 


Clare Farmers’ Party decided at a 
convention yesterday to put forward 
four candidates for the _ genezal 
election. Three of the four candi- 
dates are to provide their own 
election deposits of £100 each, und 
every candidate elected is to con- 
tribute £10 a month to the funds of 
the organisation. They will also 
have to obey the orders of the 
Standing Committee of the Party. 
The following were selected :—John 
Clancy, Kilnaboy, Secretary of the 
Clare Farmers’ Party ; William Clune, 
Woodenbridge, County Wicklow, a 
native of Scariff, Co. Clare; Thomas 
Burke, T.D., Clare, the present 
representative of the party, and 
Stanley Burke, Abbey, Loughrea, 
Co. Galway. All the candidates are 
farmers. 


—i 


LABOUR SELECTIONS 


A convention of the Trish Labour 
Party, held at Enniscorthy yesterday, 
selected Aklerman R. Corish, T.D., 
Mayor of Wexford, to contest the 
general election. The names of 
Messrs. John Leary, Enniscorthy, 
and C. Culleton, Ballycogley, were 
submitted to the Admimstrative 
Council for ratification. A conven- 
tion of the Limerick branch of che 
Irish Labour Party was held yester- 
day for the purpose of selecting 
candidates for the general election. 
The proceedings were private, and 
the names of the selected candidates 
were not announced for. publication. 
Senator P. Hogan. a former member 
of the Dail, has been selected to 
again contest Clare. 


BRITAIN’S AIR-BORNE 
TROOPS 


The first cfficial mention of the 
Parachute Regiment as the title of 
Britain's paratroops was made last 
night in an announcement that 
Field-Marshal Sir John Dill has been 
appointed its Colonel-Commandant. 
Another important arm of the Arm 
Air Corps, the Glider Pilot Regi- 
ment, has General Sir Alan Brooke, 
Commander, Imperial General Staff, 
as Colonel-Commandant. Both ap- 


return to | 


enemy air field. One aircraft of 
Bomber ig missing.” 


oo take effect from Novem- 
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MR. CAHIR HEALY 
RELEASED 


AA. — 
i? 


R. CAHIR HEALY was re- 
¥i leased from Brixton Prison 
yesterday. He was arrested on 
July 
Fermanagh, on an order made by 
the. Home Secretary, . under 
Defence Regulation 18B. 

Nationalist M.P. for South Fer- 
managh in the Northern Ireland 
Parliament, he is 65, and formerly 
sat at Westminster as one of the 
-members for Fermanagh and Tyrone 
in the United Kingdom Parliament. 
Mr. Healy and Mr. Joseph Devlin 
were the last members for that con- 
stituency to go to Westminster. 
His detention at Brixton has been 
the subject of several Parliamentary 
questions, and his release has been 
asked for by Mr. McGovern. In May, 
Nationalist members of the Northern 
Ireland House of Commons passed a 
resolution calling on the British 
Government to release him. 

A few days after his arrest, Mr. 
de Valera stated in the Dail that he 
did not think official intervention on 
Eire’s part would help to secure Mr. 
Healy's release. On July 23rd, 1941, 


AA. 


Mr. Herbert Morrison, the Home 
Secretary, said in the House of 
Commons:—‘‘ The order for Mr. 


Healvy’s detention was made because 
I had reason to believe that he had 
recently been concerned in acts pre- 
judicial to public safety.’ 


HOME ON MONDAY 


The Press Association Lobby Corre- 
spondent writes:—Mr. John 
McGovern, M.P., went to the prison 
to meet Mr. Healy. ‘‘ He has been 
released unconditionally,’’ - Mr. 
McGovern told me. “ He has com- 
plete freedom of movement, and will 
probably pay a visit to the House of 
Commons to-morrow. He will 
return to Ireland on Monday. His 
release is entirely due to action by 
Mr. Morrison, and has nothing to 


7 


do with the Advisory Committee, 
as Mr. Healy never came before 
this Committee, and refused te 


recognise it.” 
FELLOW-INTERNEES 


“JT read a very great deal while 
at Brixton.” Mr. Healy told our 
London correspondent. “The time 
there passed very quickly.. I had 
not an hour of sickness. I took part 
jn the debates and discussions which 
the. internees have twice a week.” 


Admiral Sir Barry Domvile and 
Admiral Walkoff, who told Mr. 
Healy he had Erskine Childers 


as his junior officer in the last war 
were among his fellow-internees. 


REASON FOR ORDER 


Mr. Healy said to a reporter last 
night :—‘‘1 did not expect to be 
out before Christmas, but 1 have 
been rejieased now without  con- 
ditions. When I go back to Ireland 
lon Monday I intend to carry on my 
crusade ‘or a united Ireland.”’ 

The reason for his internment, 
he said, was some loose sentences in 
a letter which could have been mis- 
interpreted. After sending a wire-to 
his daughter, who. is a doctor in 
Enniskillen, Mr. Healy went to the 
offices of the Eire High Commis- 
sioner in London, where he spent 
some hours. ‘‘I harbour no bitter- 
ness abouf my internment,’’ said 
Mr. Healy. “ While in Brixton I 
was treated well enough. The 
officials showed consideration.”’ 

While in Brixton Mr, Healy wrote 
a novel on life in the North-West 
of Ireland 


TO FREE SHACKLED 
PRISONERS 
SWISS SUGGESTION 


The Swiss Government, in an 
official statement, yesterday, said : 
“In the conviction that it was with 
reluctance that Germany—as also 
Britain and Canadd—was led to 
shackle prisoners of war, Switzer- 
land, the Protecting Power for Ger- 
man interests in the British Empire 
and British interests in Germany, 
has suggested simultaneously to the 


interested Governments a date on 
which those prisoners should be 
freed from their shackles. — 
(Reuter.) 


In London last night it was stated 
that the Swiss proposals relative to 


the unshscxling of prisoners of 
war, published yesterday in Berne, 
had just reached the British Go- 


vernment, and would be examined 
in consultation with the Canadian 
Government forthwith with the 
umost sympathy. For the time 
being, no statement could pe made 
beyond this. 

uring the next series of sittings 
in the House of Commons, Mr. 
Churchill will make a statement on 
the whole subject of the shackling 
of prisoners of war. 


ALLIED THREAT TO 
JAPAN 


LONDON, Tuesday. — Messages 
have been exchanged between Mr. 
Churchill and President Roosevelt 
on the anniversary of America’s 
entry into the war. Mr. Churchill 
in hig telegram said: ‘‘ The injuries 
that we have all — at the 
hands of Japan during the past year 
are Prete indeod. We look 
forward ‘to the day when our full 
strength can be joined to that of our 
United States, Dutch and Chinese 
allies for the utter and final destruc- 
tion of Japan's aggressive power.” 

President Roosevelt in his reply 
said: “ A partial retribution in kind 
has been meted out to the Japanese 
forces during the last seven months, 
This is only the beginning. We will 
continue to strike them with ever- 
increasing force. 1 join with you in 
the resolution that Japan s aggressive 
ower must be utterly destroyed. 
n no other way can we be certain 
that their infamous aggression will 
not be repeated.”’ 


PORT DARWIN RAID 


LONDON, Tuesday. — German 
Radio claimed to-night that Japanese 
bombers which raided Port Darwin 
yesterday sank three vessels, total- 
ling 14, tons, in the inner har- 
bour and set on fire another ship of 
6,000 tons. The bombers’ targets 
were described as 12 merchant ships, 
peotecing two troop transports of $00 
tons each, one of which ig claimed to 
have received Several direct hits. 
Japan, according to Reuter, is 
sending big forces of "planes over 
the Papuan beaches to relieve her 
troops in the Gona and Buna strong- 
holds. Nineteen Japanese aircraft 
have been shot down and others 
damaged by Allied fighters, and two 
more were shot down by an 
Australian corvette ateacked by ten 
off the | 


J mel planes 
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STILL 


A STRONG Allied tank 

Tunisian corner has 
had thrust a w 
Tebourba, says 


LONDON, Tuesday.—An Allied 
Force communiqué to-day states :— 
“The enemy attack in the Tebourba 
area on December 6 penetrated one 
of our positions. Yesterday our 
armoured units delivered a strong 
counter-attack. During the night the 
enemy withdrew. Our light bombecs 
and fighters gave good support to our 
troops in the forwsrd areas. 
lighters in sweepá- over Southern 
‘Tunisia destroyed two enemy aircraft. 
One of our ’planes is missing. Further 
reports of air fighting on December 2 
show that three more encmy aircraft 
were destroyed, and that five mote 
cf ours were Jost. One of our fighter 
pilots is safe.’’--(Press Association.) 

Morocco Radio to-night broadcast 
this announcement, which it 
described as an Allied High Com- 
mand communiqué :—‘' A large tank 
hattle has been raging for two days 
in the immediate vicinity of 
Tebourba. The result of the battle is 
still unknown. Allied air formations 
attucked the aerodrome of Reggio, in 
Southern Italy. In addition, raids 
were made on Bizerta, on the rail- 
way stem in Southern Tunista 
and the aerodrome of Sfax. 
Allied parachutists have been 
dropped in Southern Tunisia to 
attack Axis communications. /Yes- 
terday three Italian ‘planes and five 
German fighters were shot down. 
In the Mediterranean, off Sfax, 
an Italian ship was sunk by one of 
our torpedo carrying aircraft.”— 
(Reuter.) 


AXIS CLAIMS 


The German High Command said 
to-night :—‘ British and American 
tank formations in Tunisia, whose 
losses have been replaced by new 
tanks, yesterday attempted to re- 
gain lost positions with strong 
forces. The attempt failed, the 
enemy losing fourteen tanks, among 
them three heavy ones, and three 
armoured cars. A number of 


guns, among them heavy anti-tank 


ight infantry weapons fe 
hands. Among the prisoners are 
many officers and men of the U.S. 
tank force.’’—(Reuter.) 

The German News Agency claimed 
to-night :—" Axis troo in the 
Tebourba region are continuing their 
successful advance against the 
Anglo-American forces which had 
attempted to make a halt south-west 
of an important rail and road 
junction at a high point. ~ By an 
outflanking movement freshly 
arrived Allied detachments were 
dislodged from a system of fortifi- 
cations. In spite of tank support, 
they had ta make a speedy with 
drawal to avoid encirclement, Jeav- 
ing a new sector in Axis hands. 

‘They again lost large quantities 
of equipment and ammunition. The 
Axis advance was greatly speeded 
up by the large-scale use of dive- 
bombers and battle ‘planes which 
attacked enemy troops on the march 
and columns of tank vehicles.’ 

German Radio says: ‘‘Undiminished 
activity in Tunisia continues with 
successful local action against enemy 
rearguards, south-west of Tebourba.”’ 
—(Associated Press.) 


BIG BATTLE NEAR 
WASHINGTON, Tuesday.—Lieut.- 


General Arnold, Commanding- 
General of the United States Air 
Forces, said to-day that it was 


“touch and go ” whether the Allies 
or the Axis had air superiority over 
North Africa. A battle might 
develop which would almost 
certainly determine air supremacy 
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counter-blow in the north-east 
driven back Axis forces which 

into the First 
euter, adding — 
fighters and bombers are helping 
the furious Axis Panzer attacks. - 


According to a Morocco broadcast, a big, 
is still raging in the Tebourba area, and Axis ; 
were earlier stated to be making persistent attempts to dis- 
lodge General Anderson's troo 


the vital approach roads to lunis. 


piacen and # number of- heary.and i 


Army’ iti west of 
$: án. ai gil Ms 
our ground Íorces to hold 


tank battle 


anzer forces 


from heights co ng 


over the Mediterranean, and possibly 
over all Europe, he added. The 
United States air forces had gained 
air parity, if not superiority, In 
every theatre except North Africa, 
and had assumed the offensive every- 


where. In North Africa, he said, 
the Germans “are feverishly’ en- 
deavouring to build u air 
superiority before we can gather our 


strength. At present it is touch 
and go as to who is stronger. - In 
some sectors we are—in others they 
are. 

He said that the air problem had 
heen intensified for the Allied air 
forces, owing to their longer supply 
line from America, but he did not 
believe it possible for the Axis to 
meet the increasing strength of the 
Allied air forces without assigning 
the bulk of all German air power 
to the Mediterranean.—(Reuter.) 


ALLIES PRESSING 

LONDON, Tuesday Night.—Broad- 
casting from Allied nat 
North Africa, to-day, the corre- 
spondent of the Mutual Broadcasting 
Svstem of America said: ‘* To-day 
infantry and armoured formations 
are pressing against the German 
positions at Tebourba. Things are 
now looking better than they did 
yesterday. —(Reuter.) 


DAIL AND SENATE 


Both Dail and Senate will sit 
to-day. At the close of its sitting on 
‘Thursday the Dail probably will rise 
for the Christmas vacation. Its chief 
subjects for discussion are the 
Iutoxicating Liquor Bill on report 
dnd the St. Lawrence Hospital Bill, 
also on report. 

Numerous questions for Ministers 
include one by Deputy J. Hughes 
asking the Minister for Industry and 
Commerce to take steps to ensure ths 
holding of Punchestown Race Meet- 
ing in the coming season. Dr. 
Hansigan will, ask the Minister for 
Supplies why of eight ships belong- 
ing to Irish Shipping, Ltd., which 
arrived from Transatlantic voyages 
during. the last two weeks of 
October only two were allocated to 
Dublin. r. P. J. Fogarty is to 
question the Minister for Industry 
and Commerce on the employment cf 
foreigners on Irish. ships, and will 
ask if he will see that in future the 
ships are manned by Irishmen oniy. 
Mr. J. J. Cole is to ask the Minister 
for Finance how much the general 
elections of 1937 and 1938 cost, and 
how much he estimates that the 
coming election will cost. 

Regarding the motion asking for 
a postponement of the general 
election, which stands in the names 
ot Deputies Cole and Byrne, it js 
understood that no approach has yet 
been made to the Government for an 
early discussion. 

In the Senate the debate will be 
resumed on Sir John Keane’s motion 
concerning the Censorship of Publi- 
cations Board. 


“COME HOME” CALL TO 
BRITONS i 


WASHINGTON, “Tuesday. — The 
British Embassy to-da again 
appealed to British cabiette in 
America to return to Britain for war 
work. An official announcement said 
that, despite the enthusiastic re- 
sponse to the earlier appeal, many 
more volunteers are needed owing 
to the “ intensification of the war,” 
— (Reuter. ) 
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